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MARPLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
FOR  THE  YEAR,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Marple  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  your  area  for  the  year  1938. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  intense  activity  in  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  as  compared  with 
last  year  there  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  numbers 

of  inspections  carried  out.  In  fact  the  volume  of  work  was  so 
great  that  it  was  found  essential  to  engage  the  services  of  an 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  noted  in  the  last  report  con¬ 
tinued  into  1938  and  during  the  year  there  were  18  cases  with 
again  unfortunately,  two  deaths.  There  were  also  a  number  of 
mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Apart  from  these  infections  the 
health  of  the  area  remained  good. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile 
Mortality  Rates  compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole. 

Marple  U.D.C.  England  and 


Wales. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000)  .  11.8  ...  15.1 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000)  .  10.8  ...  11.6 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  .  107.9  ...  53 

(per  1,000  births) 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  still  below  the  rate  for 
the  rest  of  the  country,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  district  is  in  the  main  a  residential  one. 

The  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  in  1937  and  is  slightly  below 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  appallingly  high.  It  will 
no  doubt  prove  to  be  the  highest  in  the  county  and  perhaps  in 

the  country. 

The  cause  of  this  excessive  infantile  mortality  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  area  there  are  two  nursery  homes  where  babies, 
mostly  illegitimate  and  of  poor  stock  are  cared  for.  During  the 
year  six  children  resident  in  these  homes  died.  In  each  case  the 
death  was  the  subject  of  a  Coroner's  inquest  and  in  each  case 
death  was  found  to  be  due  to  natural  causes. 

The  Registrar  General  has  decided  that  “  Nurse  Children 
are  regarded  as  resident  where  they  are  put  out  to  nurse.  Their 
deaths  therefore  are  not  transferable.” 

The  presence  of  such  homes  in  the  area  will  undoubtedly 
have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  when 
there  are  unfortunately  a  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  year. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) .  7,130 

Population  (Census  1931)  (Old  Area) .  7,390 

Population  New  Area  (Registrar  General's 

Estimate,  1938)  .  11,790 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  .  4,010 

Rateable  Value . •••  £82,148 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  £318 


The  physical  features  and  character  of  the  district  are  of 
a  hilly  nature.  The  River  Govt,  formerly  the  boundary 
between  Cheshire  and  Derbyshire  now  flows  through  the 
centre  of  the  area  and  later  becomes  the  dividing  line  between 
your  area  and  that  of  the  Bredbury  and  Romiley  U.D.C.  The 
North-West  boundary  of  the  area  is  the  River  Etherow,  which 
subsequently  joins  the  Goyt.  The  height  above  sea  level 
varies  between  201  and  1,075  feet,  this  being  the  highest  point 
of  Cobden  Edge. 

The  district  is  well  drained,  the  sub-soil  being  clay,  with 
occasional  faults  of  sand  and  marl,  and  the  sloping  character 
of  the  district  makes  the  drainage  natural  and  renders  it  dry 
and  healthy. 

The  population  of  the  area  is  chiefly  residential  and  this 
section  of  the  community  is  engaged  chiefly  in  business  in 
Manchester  and  its  neighbouring  towns. 

The  major  portion  of  the  working-class  community  is 
engaged  in  the  local  factories.  The  chief  of  these  are  two 
large  spinning  and  weaving  mills,  two  large  printworks  and  a 
cotton  wadding  mill.  There  is  also  a  considerable  farming 
element  engaged  on  small  farms  and  chiefly  employed  in  the 
production  of  milk. 

None  of  the  occupations  are  unhealthy  and  have  no 
deleterious  effect  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  general  standard  of  the  working-class  house  is  good 
and  the  worst  of  them  have  now  been  scheduled  for  demolition. 

The  area  has  again  been  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  its 
factories  have  kept  in  good  work,  and  although  unemployment 
is  not  unknown  the  problem  is  not  acute.  The  Council  have 
as  far  as  possible  used  local  unemployed  to  augment  their 
permanent  staff  when  extra  labour  has  been  required. 

There  is  only  one  case  of  overcrowding  remaining  in  the 
area,  and  this  remains  because  so  far  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
find  accommodation  for  the  family  within  reasonable  access  of 
their  workplace. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS. 


Live  Births:  — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . 

. 134  ... 

05  ... 

09 

Illegitimate  . 

.  5  ... 

2  ... 

3 

Total  ...  . 

.  139  ... 

07  ... 

72 

Birth  Rate  :  11.8  per  1,000 

Still  Births  :  — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . 

.  9  ... 

3  ... 

0 

Illegitimate  . 

.  0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Total  ...  . 

9 

3  ... 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  : 

00.9. 

DEATHS. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Deaths . 

.  ...  142  ... 

72  ... 

70 

Corrected  Death  Rate  :  10.8  per  1,000. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  :  — 

(a)  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

.  Nil. 

( b )  Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  1 

Rate  per  1,900  (live  and  still) 

births :  0.9. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 

age  :  — 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . 

.  ...  9  ... 

0  ... 

3 

Illegitimate . 

.  ...  0  ... 

5 

1 

Total  . 

.  ...  15  ... 

11  ... 

4 

Rates  : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  107.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  07.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  1200.0 

Total.  M.  F. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  28  ...  10  ...  13 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0  ...  0  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0  ...  0  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  1  ...  1  ...  0 
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Deaths  Classified  by  Ages  : 


Age. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

0—1  . 

15 

11 

4 

1—10  . 

6 

5 

1 

11—20  . 

•  > 

•  > 

0 

21—30  . 

4 

4 

0 

31—40  . 

r? 

( 

4 

3 

41—50  . 

f-e 

1 

5 

•> 

51—60  . 

19 

8 

11 

61—70  . 

37 

18 

19 

71—80  . 

28 

10 

18 

81— 90  . 

14 

4 

10 

91—100  . 

3 

1 

o 

Totals  . 

142 

72 

...  70 

The  Average  Age  at 

Death  was 

_ 

Males  :  46.1  years. 

Females  :  64.8  years. 

Males  and  Females  combined  :  55.3  years. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

(i)  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Manchester  carried  out  many  of  the  bacteriological  examinations 
required  by  the  Council.  During  the  year  the  following  examin¬ 


ations  were  made  there:  — 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria .  129 

Blood  for  Typhoid  Group .  9 

Blood  for  Malaria .  2 

Faeces  for  Dysentery .  1 

Milks  for  T.B .  10  (all  negative) 

Milk  for  Bacterial  Count  and  B.Coli .  1 

Milks  for  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  43 
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(ii)  The  Laboratory  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  carried 
out  these  examinations  :  — 

Sputa  for  T.B .  36  (positive  8) 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria .  14 

(Hi)  Messrs.  Melling  and  Ardern,  Analytical  and  Consult¬ 
ing  Chemists,  of  Manchester,  have  carried  out  all  the  Chemical 
and  Bacteriological  examinations  which  the  Council  deemed  it 
necessary  to  safeguard  the  Water  Supplies  of  the  Area.  During 
1938  they  made  the  following  examinations: — 


Bacteriological. 

Chemical 

Public  Supplies . 

.  77 

25 

Private  Supplies . 

.  19 

16 

Totals . 

.  96 

41 

(iv)  The  Laboratory  of  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  is 
available  for  pathological  investigations  at  the  request  of  local 
practitioners  and  these  are  available  at  reduced  fees  for  Insured 
Persons.  No  statistics  are  available  to  show  how  this  service  is 
used. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Stockport  Police  Ambulances  are  available  at  a  yearly 
retaining  fee  for  all  street  accidents.  These  ambulances  are 
also  used  for  the  transport  of  urgent  cases  to  hospital  and 
home  again  on  recovery,  a  fee  being  charged  to  the  patient. 

The  ambulance  attached  to  the  Stepping  Hill  Hospital 
removes  patients  who  are  under  the  care  of  the  Public  Assis¬ 
tance  Committee. 

The  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital  ambulance  is  available  for 
all  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

These  systems  all  work  well  and  there  is  never  any  delay 
in  the  removal  of  cases. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Local  Authority  provides  no  nursing  facilities  for 
either  general  or  infectious  nursing. 

There  are  in  the  area  three  District  Nurses,  one  being 
employed  by  each  of  the  three  District  Nursing  Associations  of 
xVfarple,  Marple  Bridge  and  High  Lane.  These  nurses  are 
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available  for  both  General  Nursing  and  Maternity  work,  but 
not  for  infectious  diseases.  The  three  Nursing  Associations 
arc  maintained  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions. 

Midwives. 

There  are  six  midwives  practising  in  the  area.  Three  of 
them  are  the  district  nurses  referred  to  above  and  there  are 
also  three  engaged  in  private  practice.  They  are  supervised 
by  the  officers  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

The  supply  of  midwives  is  ample  for  the  area. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  private  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes  in 
the  area.  Their  supervision  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  arrangements  for  the  investigation  of  maternal 
deaths  and  cases  of  puerperal  fever  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  area:  — 

(1)  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

(2)  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  (part  of). 

(8)  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  (part  of). 

(4)  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to:  New  Streets  and  Build¬ 
ings;  Common  Lodging  Houses;  Slaughter 
Houses;  Cleansing  and  Scavenging;  Offensive 
Trades  and  Hackney  Carriages. 

The  Bye-Laws  in  relation  to  New  Buildings  are  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  revision  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Model  issued  in  1937. 

Hospitals 

The  Council  retains  two  beds  at  the  Hyde  Borough  Hospital 
(four  miles  distant)  for  infectious  cases. 

As  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  report  this  number  is  not 
now  sufficient  for  the  area  and  should  be  increased. 

There  was  again,  at  times,  difficulty  in  obtaining  beds  at 
Hyde  and  during  the  year  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  eight 
of  Diphtheria  were  found  accommodation  at  the  Buxton  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital. 
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Two  beds  are  also  retained  at  Hyde  for  Smallpox  cases. 

The  Local  Authority  has  no  provision  for  Tubercular 
cases  but  the  Dispensaries  at  Hyde  and  Stockport  and  the 
Sanatoria  maintained  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  are  avail¬ 
able  for  cases  occurring  in  the  area. 

The  Maternity  and  General  Hospitals  of  Manchester  (12 
miles  distant)  are  available  for  the  district  ana  also  the  General 
Infirmary  and  the  Public  Assistance  Committee’s  Hospital  at 
Stockport  (4  miles  distant). 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  the  unmarried 

mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children  in  the  district. 

The  Nab  Top  Sanatorium  of  the  Salford  Corporation  is 
situated  in  the  area  and  near  by  it  is  the  Cripples'  Home  of  the 
Crippled  Children’s  Help  Society. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries,  School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries  or  Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Disease  in 
the  area. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  maintain  two  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  area,  one  in  Marple  and  one  at  Marple  Bridge. 
These  are  both  flourishing  centres  and  do  very  valuable  work 
for  the  infants.  They  meet  weekly  and  one  of  the  local  doctors 
attends  fortnightly  at  Marple  Bridge  and  weekly  at  Marple. 

Mortuary. 

The  Council  have  taken  considerable  steps  in  improving 
this  building  and  have  thus  removed  many  causes  of  previous 
complaints.  The  equipment  of  the  building  has  been  modernized 
by  the  provision  of  hot  water,  a  glazed  stoneware  sink  and  P.M. 
slab,  the  provision  of  floor  drainage,  instrument  table  and  chairs. 
The  structure  has  been  improved  by  decoration,  flooring  and 
lighting. 

The  Council  have  improvements  under  consideration  in 
connection  with  the  approach  to  the  building  and  general 
extension  of  facilities. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 
i.  (i)  Water 


(i )  Mcirple  Village  and  High  Lane. 

The  quality  and  regularity  of  supplies  obtained  from  Stock- 
port  Corporation  in  these  areas  have  continued  to  be 
satisfactory. 

My  previous  Report  referred  to  the  initiation  of  a  scheme 
for  high  level  areas,  and  since  the  putting  into  operation  of  the 
Water  Tower  at  Wybersley,  the  properties  now  supplied  by  this 
means  have  a  more  adequate  and  proper  supply. 

The  question  of  storage  capacity  at  Wybersley  has  not  been 
dealt  with  as  yet,  but  my  reference  herein  to  future  Water 
Supply  will  indicate  that  the  storage  problem  is  coupled  with  the 
Council's  consideration  of  Augmented  supplies. 

My  previous  references  to  mains  are  still  applicable,  but,  as 
the  Water  Engineer  has  advised  the  Council,  the  necessary 
renewal  of  the  mains  system  must  to  a  large  extent  depend  upon 
the  outcome  of  decisions  now  pending  in  relation  to  Future 
Supplies. 

During  the  year  new  mains  have  been  laid  for  new  develop¬ 
ment  at  Strines  Road,  Clifton  Drive,  Hollins  Lane,  Hollins 
Green  Estate,  Rose  Hill  Depot,  and  fordanwall  link  main.  In 
addition,  the  High  Level  Water  Scheme  necessitated  the  laying 
of  a  new  6"  dia.  main  from  Wybersley  to  Booth  Cote. 

(ii)  Mellor. 

Previous  reports  have  urged  the  necessity  for  dealing  with 
the  unsatisfactory  conditions  arising  from  the  open  reservoir  at 
Appletree.  The  solution  of  this  problem  depends  again  upon 
the  steps  taken  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  a  Future  Supply. 
I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  may  be  worth  while  to  cover  this 
reservoir  in  order  to  preserve  the  storage  capacity  of  the  area. 

During  the  year,  several  adverse  analytical  results  were 
obtained  from  the  Mellor  Supply,  more  particularly  after  passage 
through  Appletree  reservoir. 

In  collaboration  with  the  Water  Engineer,  I  urged  the 
Council  to  adopt  a  scheme  of  chlorination  as  the  only  interim 
safeguard  pending  the  arrival  of  a  decision  upon  the  Water 
Engineer’s  Report  as  to  Future  Water  Supplies.  After  due 
consideration  the  Council  are  installing  a  chlorine  solution 
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automatic  dosing  plant  at  Jordanwall  Nook  in  order  to  treat  all 
water  entering  the  areas. 

Jordanwall  Nook  reservoir  has  been  emptied  and  cleaned 
during  the  year  and  Appletree  Reservoir  has  been  emptied  and 
cleaned  three  times.  A  floating  arm  outlet  has  been  fitted  at 
Appletree  reservoir  and  complaints  as  to  suspended  matter  thus 
reduced. 


(Hi)  Ludworth. 

The  systematic  analysis  of  supplies  undertaken  by  the 
Council  in  the  past  year  has  fully  endorsed  the  warnings  given 
to  the  Council  by  the  Water  Engineer  and  myself  as  to  the  highly 
unsatisfactory  conditions  prevailing  in  the  water  supply  to  this 
area.  The  reports  have  been  so  unsatisfactory  that  the  Council 
have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  springs  at  Cote  Green  and  to 
couple  this  reservoir  to  the  Devil’s  Elbow  supply  where  a 
chlorinating  plant  similar  to  that  proposed  at  Mellor  has  been 
installed. 

Although  the  difficulties  in  maintaining  supplies  as  reported 
last  year  have  not  been  so  severe  this  year,  the  loss  of  the  springs 
at  Cote  Green  has  necessitated  augmenting  the  supplies  with 
water  from  Mellor.  The  Water  Engineer  informs  me  that  this 
process  can  only  be  adopted  at  night,  and  labour  charges  are 
not  inconsiderable  over  a  long  period.  My  previous  reports 
have  referred  to  the  precarious  nature  of  this  supply,  and  the 
past  year’s  working  can  only  strengthen  that  view. 

The  subject  of  Future  Supplies  dealt  with  later  is  one  of 
great  importance  in  relation  to  Ludworth,  since  the  Engineer’s 
schemes  contemplate  the  supply  of  Stockport  Water  to 
Ludworth,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Council  will  be  well 
advised  to  press  on  with  enquiries  in  that  direction. 

The  Reservoir  at  Cote  Green  has  been  greatly  improved  in 
construction  by  cementing  the  floor  and  sides.  The  Bottom 
Devil’s  Elbow  Reservoir  has  been  cleaned  out  once. 

(iv)  Analysis  of  Water . 

The  nature  of  the  supplies  of  the  area  and  particularly  in 
Mellor  and  Ludworth  with  the  fairly  short  range  collecting 
grounds,  open  type  reservoirs  and  lack  of  treatment,  led  the 
Council  to  consider  reports  from  myself  as  to  a  system  of 
regular  analyses.  The  scheme  as  adopted  during  the  year  allows 
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frequent  analyses  of  each  of  the  five  sources  in  the  area  together 
with  check  analyses  in  the  various  parts  of  each  system.  The 
results  of  the  past  year's  working  are  as  follows:  — 


Supply. 

No.  of  Tests. 

Potentially 

Un¬ 

wholesome. 

Border¬ 

line. 

Wholesome. 

Total. 

(1) 

Village  &  High  Lane 

— 

— 

8 

8 

(2) 

Mellor  . 

2 

7 

11 

20 

(3) 

Ludworth  . 

10 

6 

20 

36 

As  I  have  already  indicated,  the  Council  have  been  obliged 
to  take  drastic  action  in  view  of  these  results  by  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  one  of  the  Ludworth  sources,  the  chlorination  of  the 
remainder  and  the  chlorination  of  the  Mellor  supply.  It  is 
significant  that  the  analytical  results  after  chlorination  are  con¬ 
sistently  sterile. 


( v )  Future  Water  Supplies. 

In  my  last  Report  I  outlined  the  basis  of  the  Water 
Engineer’s  report  of  April,  ID37,  in  which  the  Council  were 
advised  to  consider  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  whole  area 
with  Stockport  as  the  source.  The  scheme  envisaged  the 
establishment  of  alternative  supplies  with  the  large  reservoirs 
of  Stockport  as  the  major  reserve  supply. 

The  Council  after  consideration  engaged  a  consultant  to 
give  an  independent  report.  This  report  was  duly  received  and 
in  effect  confirmed  the  desirability  of  the  Water  Engineer’s 
scheme,  while  putting  forward  certain  alternative  engineering 
considerations  from  an  economic  point  of  view. 

Both  of  the  reports  referred  to  above  have  suggested  that 
if  the  Council  wish  to  proceed  further  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enter  into  consultation  with  Stockport,  and  I  most  earnestly 
suggest  that  the  Council  should  lose  no  time  in  making  some 
step  forward  in  this  vital  matter. 

The  position  is  considerably  emphasised  in  my  mind  by  the 
organisation  of  Civil  Defence.  The  fact  that  the  Council’s  area 
is  one  selected  for  reception  of  refugees  means  that  the  resident 
population  will  be  tremendously  increased  in  a  very  short  time, 
and  the  essential  service  of  water  supply  will  have  severe 
demands  made  upon  it. 
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(vi)  Rainfall. 

The  records  of  rainfall  taken  at  the  gauge  at  Rose  Hill  High¬ 
ways  Depot  are  as  follows:  — 


Month 

Inches 

No.  of  Days 
Rainfall 

Total 

Inches 

Total 

Days 

Remarks 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

January  . . 

4.01 

3.15 

23 

19 

4.01 

7.93 

23 

19 

Highest  since  1932 

February. . 

1.42 

4.78 

13 

25 

5.43 

7.93 

36 

44 

Lowest  since  1934 

March  .... 

1.34 

1.83 

9 

13 

6.77 

9.76 

45 

57 

Lowest  since  1931 

April  .... 

.33 

3.18 

4 

14 

7.10 

12.94 

49 

71 

Lowest  on  record 

May  . 

323 

1.95 

14 

13 

10.33 

14.89 

63 

84 

Highest  since  1932 

June . 

3.76 

1.96 

21 

11 

14.09 

16.85 

84 

95 

Highest  since  1934 

July  . 

4.71 

3.45 

22 

16 

18.80 

20.30 

106 

111 

Highest  since  1932 

August  . . . . 

2.66 

1.59 

19 

10 

21.46 

21.89 

125 

121 

Highest  since  1931 

September. 

2.41 

1.18 

18 

10 

23.87 

23.07 

143 

131 

Highest  since  1936 

October  . . 

6.63 

1.80 

22 

11 

30.50 

24.87 

165 

142 

Highest  since  1932 

November . 

4.24 

1.61 

19 

8 

34.74 

26.48 

184 

150 

Highest  since  1931 

December . 

3.59 

2.80 

23 

17 

38.33 

29.28 

207 

167 

Highest  since  1936 

38.33  is  the  Highest  Total  for  the  Year  since  1931. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

(i)  Dooley  Lane  Works,  Ludworth,  Mellor,  and 
Low  Marple  Works. 

As  indicated  in  my  previous  report,  the  Surveyor  prepared 
a  full  report  upon  the  existing  Sewage  Works  and  the  Council 
had  this  before  them  early  this  year.  This  report  surveyed  the 
existing  position  making  the  fact  clear  that  the  works  are  in¬ 
adequate  and  of  out-of-date  type.  The  Council  were  conse¬ 
quently  advised  to  consider  the  alternatives  of  reconstruction, 
the  linking  of  the  two  works  by  a  valley  sewer  or  the  drainage 
of  the  area  to  Stockport. 

The  Council  engaged  a  consultant  to  investigate  the 
problem  and  a  report  was  duly  presented.  In  brief  the  report 
gave  approximately  the  cost  of  reconstruction,  the  cost  of  link¬ 
ing  the  two  works  and  also  strongly  advised  investigation  of 
the  possible  drainage  to  Stockport. 

The  Council  have  become  convinced  that  a  regional  basis 
of  sewage  treatment  is  desirable  and  the  attitudes  of  adjoining- 
authorities  are  being  determined  with  a  view  to  a  combined 
valley  sewer  to  Stockport. 
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The  effluent  samples  have  produced  mainly  good  reports 
from  Low  Marple,  but  unsatisfactory  results  at  Dooley  Lane. 
The  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  Inspectors  are  extend¬ 
ing  their  strong  co-operation  to  the  Council  in  the  investigations 
I  have  outlined  above. 


(it)  Strives  and  Turf  Lea  Works. 

These  small  works  are  operating  satisfactorily  and  minor 
improvements  have  been  made  to  them. 

(Hi)  Sewers. 

The  sewerage  system  is  receiving  closer  attention  than 
previously  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  nuisance. 
Extensions  have  been  made  to  new  properties  and  the  Council 
are  endeavouring  to  obtain  individual  connections  to  new 
properties  and  a  separate  system  of  house  drainage. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Goyt  flows  through  the  area,  whilst  the  River 
Etherow  forms  part  of  the  north-west  boundary. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee 
to  take  action  as  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of 
these  rivers  and  examination  of  samples  is  undertaken  at 
intervals. 

There  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  evidence  of  gross 
pollution  during  the  year. 


3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  disposal  of  excrement  in  the  district  is  dealt  with  by 
three  methods  :  water  carriage,  pails  and  middens. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  these  in  the 
district. 


1937. 

1938. 

Water  Closets . 

3010  . 

3071 

Slop  Water  Closets  . 

301  . 

300 

Privy  Middens . 

171  . 

134 

Pail  Closets . 

287  . 

323 

Dry  Ashpits . 

79  . 

34 

Ashbins  . 

3539  . 

3027 

The  number  of  Privy  Middens 

is  being  rapidly 

reduced  and 

anticipated  that  the  report  for 

1939  will  show 

a  very  sub- 

stantial  reduction. 
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(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 


Prior  to  the  1st  April,  1938,  horse  drawn  vehicles  were  in 
use  for  the  collection  of  refuse  in  the  North,  South  and  Central 
Wards;  in  the  Ludworth  and  Mellor  Wards  the  work  was 
performed  by  Contractors.  Since  that  date  the  Refuse  Collec¬ 
tion  and  Disposal  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  employees.  Use  of  the  horse 
drawn  vehicles  was  discontinued,  two  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse 
Vehicles  being  provided  to  replace  them.  The  frequency  of 


collection  is  as  follows  :  — 

(a)  Ashbins .  ••• .  Weekly. 

( b )  Pail  Closets .  Weekly. 

(c)  Ashpits  .  Monthly. 

( d )  Privies  and  Privy  Middens  .  Monthly. 

(e)  Cesspools .  As  necessary. 

(/)  Offal  from  slaughterhouses  and  Wet 

Fish  Shops .  Daily. 


Dry  ashes  are  disposed  of  at  four  controlled  tips  situated 
as  follows: — 

Rose  Hill  Depot. 

Torkington  Lane. 

Mellor  (Red  Row). 

Ludworth  (Hollins  Lane). 

Nightsoil  is  conveyed  to  the  Sewage  works. 

Offal  is  incinerated  by  a  Gas  Fired  incinerator  situated  at 
the  Rose  Hill  Depot. 

The  number  of  employees  is:  — 

Loaders  .  6 

Drivers  .  2 

Tipmen .  3  (1  part-time ) . 

The  net  cost  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  for  the 
financial  year  1938-39  was  as  follows:  — 

£  s.  d. 

Collection  .  1602  9  11 

Disposal .  499  7  10 
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£2101  17  9 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  the  following  inspections 
during  the  year  1938:  — 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made: 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  .  197 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts .  1522 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection  .  593 

Food  Premises  (excluding  Bakehouses)  .  43 

Shops  Act,  1934  .  10 

Factories  and  Workshops  (including  Bake¬ 
houses)  .  89 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies .  104 

Schools  and  Public  Halls .  30 

Infectious  Disease .  01 

Milk  Samples . 54 

Water  Samples .  137 

Smoke  Observations .  10 

Visits  in  connection  with  Re-Housing  from 

Clearance  Areas  and  Overcrowding .  140 

Visits  in  connection  with  moveable  dwellings  ...  100 

Miscellaneous .  41 


3127 


(b  )  Number  of  Notices. 

(1)  Informal. 

Served.  Complied  with. 

Public  Health  Acts .  442  380 

Housing  Act,  Section  9  .  09  15 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  .  31  4 

Factory  Act  .  20  20 

Shops  Act .  2  2 


504  .  427 


(c)  (2)  Statutory. 

Served.  Complied  with. 

Public  Health  Act  .  5  .  4 
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Defects.  Abated. 

Defective  Ashbins  replaced  .  172 

Additional  Ashbins  provided .  36 

Choked  Drains  cleansed  .  30 

Insanitary  Privy  Middens  converted  to  pail 

closets .  33 

Insanitary  Privy  Middens  converted  to  W.C.  1 

Insanitary  Privies  converted  to  pails  .  3 

Waste  Water  Closets  repaired .  3 

Waste  Water  Closet  converted  to  W.C .  1 

Defective  Pail  Closets  repaired .  1 

Defective  Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C.s  ...  2 

Defective  Water  Closet  fittings  .  9 

Damp  Houses  .  7 

Defective  Drainage  Systems  .  33 

Defective  Sinks  replaced  .  7 

Vermin  Infestations .  4 

Defective  Roofs  repaired .  13 

Perished  Plaster .  7 

Dilapidations .  32 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  .  5 

Insanitary  Ditch  .  1 

Polluted  Domestic  Water  Supply .  12 

Offensive  Accumulations .  4 

Defective  Windows .  5 

Insanitary  Yard  Paving .  2 

Defective  Floors  .  2 

Insanitary  Ashpits  abolished  .  45 

Unsuitable  Food  Premises  .  1 

Dirty  Premises  cleansed .  7 

Defective  Cesspools  repaired  .  1 

Defects  remedied  in  Factories  &  Workshops  36 

Defects  found  in  Cowsheds  and  Dairies .  253 

Defects  in  Shops .  6 

Defects  abated  under  Section  9,  Housing- 
Act,  1936  .  Ill 


885 
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(iv)  Shops  and  Offices 

(a)  Shops  Act,  1934. 

During  the  year  ten  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  two 


Informal  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

The  following  defects  were  remedied: — 

Absence  of  suitable  heating  .  2 

Absence  of  sanitary  accommodation  .  1 

Absence  of  washing  facilities  .  1 

Absence  of  accommodation  for  taking  of  meals  2 

( b )  Offices. 


No  instances  have  been  discovered  where  action  was  needed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to 
Sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation,  overcrowding,  obnoxious 
effluvia  or  uncleanliness  in  offices. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  known  to  have  been 
used  for  camping  purposes  during  the  year  1938  is  twelve. 

(2)  No  licences  were  issued  either  in  respect  of  camping 
sites  or  individual  moveable  dwellings. 

Number  of  applications  received  : 

(a)  For  use  of  sites .  11 

( b )  In  respect  of  moveable  dwellings  ...  23 

An  appeal  was  entered  in  one  case  against  the  Council’s 
decision  not  to  grant  a  licence  in  respect  of  an  existing  move- 
able  dwelling.  The  magistrates  dismissed  the  appeal. 

(3)  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 
in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  of  1938  is  200.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer  period  the  number  of  campers 
resident  in  the  Urban  District  would  be  considerably  less  than 
200,  due  chiefly,  to  the  Council’s  decisions  not  to  grant  licences. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Ten  smoke  observations  have  been  made,  and  in  three 
instances  dense  smoke  was  emitted  in  excess  of  the  period 
permitted.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  Statutory 
notices. 
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(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Authority’s  Public  Swimming  Bath  is  the  only  bath 
or  pool  in  the  area. 

The  bath  water  is  efficiently  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  its 
own  plant. 

The  Council  arranged  for  the  conversion  of  the  bath  into 
a  public  hall  during  the  closed  season  and  this  additional 
recreational  facility  was  greatly  appreciated. 

The  dressing  accommodation  at  the  Baths  can  be  con¬ 
siderably  improved  in  size  and  in  hygienic  facilities,  and  the 
Council  have  a  scheme  on  foot  to  achieve  these  improvements. 


The  following  is  a  record  of  attendances  for  the  past 


year : — 


Month. 

Gents. 

Ladies. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Spec¬ 

tators 

March 

.  383 

292 

647 

340 

1662 

86 

April  . 

.  508 

383 

813 

621 

2325 

69 

May  . 

.  740 

586 

2046 

1753 

5125 

134 

June  ....  ... 

.  949 

692 

1851 

1799 

5291 

228 

July  . 

. .  890 

636 

1948 

1873 

5347 

191 

August  ... 

.  1277 

848 

2094 

1695 

5914 

369 

September 

.  446 

457 

1282 

1356 

3541 

169 

October  ... 

— 

Total  for  1938  . 

29205 

1246 

Total  for 

corresponding  period 

in  1937  ... 

25992 

912 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1.  No.  of  Dwellings  found  to  be  infested: 


(a)  Council  Houses  .  0 

( b )  Other  houses  .  4 


Number  of  dwellings  disinfested .  4 


2.  The  works  of  disinfestation  were  carried  out  by  firms 
who  specialize  in  the  subject.  They  used  fumigants  of  their 
own  preparation. 
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3.  The  dwellings  and  household  effects  of  all  prospective 
tenants  of  Council  houses  are  examined  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  prior  to  removal  and  where  necessary  arrangements 
are  made  for  fumigation. 

4.  The  Council  has  in  the  past  engaged  Messrs.  Cimex, 
of  Manchester,  who  have  provided  the  labour  and  materials 
needed. 

5.  All  premises  which  have  been  disinfested  are  visited 
periodically  for  the  purposes  of  examination  and  advising 
occupants  on  methods  of  preventing  re-infestation.  No  cases 
of  re-infestation  have  occurred. 

4.  Schools. 

There  are  seven  elementary  schools  in  the  area.  The 
water  supply  is  in  all  cases  satisfactory.  Five  of  them  are 
provided  with  water  closets,  one  with  “Trough"  closets  and 
one  with  pail  closets.  The  Schools  have  been  visited  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  found  satisfactory. 

6.  Parks  and  Recreation  Grounds 

The  area  of  parks,  recreation  grounds  and  open  spaces  in 


the  District  is  as  follows : — 

Memorial  Park .  12  acres. 

High  Lane  Park .  10^  acres. 

Mellor  Memorial  Park  .  J  acre. 

Recreation  Grounds:  — 

Village . : .  6^  acres. 

Windlehurst .  \  acre. 

Ludworth .  3^  acres. 

Mellor . ;.  ...  2|  acres. 

Hawk  Green .  6  acres. 

Open  Spaces :  — 

Barlow  Wood .  20  acres. 

High  Lane .  3  acres. 


Total .  64J  acres. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

1. — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  274 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  312 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  &  1932  197 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  211 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  125 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  72 

2. — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices:— 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers .  67 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:- 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  .  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  3 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  59 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders .  68 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 


4 — Housing  Act,  1936— Part  vi. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a). —  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein .  1 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein .  6 

(b) . — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year .  Nil 

(c) . —  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  8 


(d)  . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding .  Nil 

(e)  . — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  erection  of  the  64  houses  on  the  Peace  Farm  Estate 
has  been  completed.  The  re-housing  of  the  occupants  of  the 
Clearance  Areas  was  completed  before  the  end  of  February, 
1938,  and  all  the  premises  included  in  the  Clearance  Areas  have 
since  been  demolished. 

Temporary  Buildings. 

During  the  year  108  of  these  structures,  used  for  human 
habitation,  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council,  85  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  23  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Of  this  total 
84  had  been  demolished  or  removed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
Council  successfully  opposed  an  appeal  against  three  demolition 
orders,  as  well  as  an  appeal  against  a  decision  not  to  grant  a 
licence  in  respect  of  a  moveable  dwelling. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  86  cowkeepers  on  the  Register,  48  of  whom 
dispose  of  all  their  milk  by  retail.  Of  the  remaining  38,  18 
dispose  of  all  their  milk  wholesale  and  20  part  retail  and  part 
wholesale. 

There  are  only  two  Milkshops  in  the  Area. 

During  the  year  under  review  104  visits  of  inspection  have 
been  made  to  Farms  and  Dairies  and  Informal  Notices  served 
in  31  instances. 

The  works  required  at  four  Farms  have  been  completed  and 
arrangements  are  well  in  hand  for  the  works  required  at  the 
other  premises  to  be  carried  out  during  1939. 

Milk  Sampling. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  submitted  during  the  year  is 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis .  10 

(b)  Bacterial  Count  and  B.Coli .  1 

(c)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  ...  13 

Results : 

(a)  Tuberculosis  .  All  Negative. 

(b)  Bacterial  Count  and  B.Coli — 

Bacterial  Count  65,000. 

Coliform  Bacillus  present  in  lcc. 

.lcc. — 3  Tubes.  .Olcc. — 1  Tube. 

(c)  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test — 

28  Satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
and  Coliform  Tests. 

12  Satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Test  but  failed  to  satisfy  the  Coliform 
Test. 

3  Failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test  and  the  Coliform  Test. 

The  Producers  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  inter¬ 
viewed  and  advised  on  Clean  Milk  Production. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  Council  has  issued  one  Supplementary  Licence  for  the 
retail  distribution  of  Pasteurised  Milk. 

(b)  Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  eighteen  butchers’  shops,  the  travelling 
butcher’s  shop  of  the  Compstall  Co-operative  Society,  and  ten 
Slaughterhouses  within  the  Urban  District. 

For  the  purpose  of  Meat  Inspection  593  visits  to  butchers’ 
shops  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been  made.  Two  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  have  not  been  used. 

There  are  no  Butcher’s  Stalls  or  Public  Slaughterhouses 
in  the  Area. 

The  following  Table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected,  the  percentage  of  the  number  inspected  found  to  be 
affected  with  disease  and  the  total  weight  of  the  meat  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Cattle, 

excluding  cows.  Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and  Lambs.  Pigs. 

Number  inspected . 

385  ... 

28  .. 

5 

..  1415  . 

..  342 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil  ... 

Nil  .. 

.  Nil  . 

1  . 

..  Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

18  ... 

3  ... 

Nil  . 

..  11  . 

..  10 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

3  ... 

Nil  .. 

.  Nil  . 

...  Nil  . 

9 

or  organ  was  condemned 

12  .. 

1  .. 

.  Nil  . 

. . .  Nil  . 

..  25 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

3.9  ... 

3.57  .. 

.  Nil  . 

..  Nil  . 

..  9.9 

Percentage  of  number  in- 

spected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

culosis  . 

4.67... 

10.71  ... 

.  Nil  . 

..  0.14  . 

..  2.92 

Total  Weight  of  food 

unfit  . 2201  lbs... 

57  lbs.. 

.  Nil  . 

..  69  lbs.. 

.  1598  lbs 

Total 

3925  lbs 
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Other  Foods. 

There  are  23  Bakehouses,  8  Wet  Fish  Shops  and  9  Fried 
Fish  Shops  in  the  Area. 

1.  Bakehouses. 

68  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made,  22  defects  were 
discovered  and  dealt  with. 

2.  Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

24  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made,  11  defects  were 
discovered  and  dealt  with. 

(c)  Adulteration  of  Food. 

The  County  Council  administer  the  Acts  dealing  with  the 
adulteration  of  food  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  action  they 
have  found  it  necessary  to  take. 

(d)  Chejnical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Such  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Manchester  and  the  year’s  findings  have 
already  been  set  out  under  their  appropriate  headings. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the 
year. 

(e)  Nutrition. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  to  increase  the 
knowledge  of  the  public  on  nutrition,  and  no  investigations  on 
the  subject  have  been  carried  out. 

(f)  Shell-Fish. 

There  are  no  shell  fish  layings  in  the  area. 
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FACTORIES  &  WORKSHOPS  AGT,  1901 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  for  the  purposes  of 
Health,  including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power . 

39 

12 

FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power  ... 

48 

8 

.  .  . 

*OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act  (in¬ 
cluding  works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  including  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

2 

Total . 

89 

20 

"Electrical  Stations  should  be 
reckoned  as  factories. 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

defects 

in 

Particulars 

(I) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

respect 
of  which 
Prose¬ 
cutions 
were  in 
stituted. 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

14 

16 

Overcrowding  (S 

•2)  . 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3)  . 

... 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  . 

«  •  • 

2 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.6)... 

... 

1 

... 

Sanitary 

Insufficient . 

1 

2 

Conveniences  h 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

4 

.  2 

(S.7) 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

... 

Other  offences . 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act, 
1937). 

6 

12 

Total  . 

25 

36 

... 

! 
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PREVALENCE  OF, 

SECTION  F. 

AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND 

During  the  year 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

the  notifications  were  :  — 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  . 

...  . .  0 

♦  .  * 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

...  . .  36 

20 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

.  18 

18 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

.  0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

.  12 

3 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.  1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

.  5 

0 

0 

Malaria  . 

.  1 

0 

0 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

.  4 

0 

0 

Infantile  Paralysis 

3 

. . . 

3 

0 

Infectious  Diseases 

AGE. 

in  Age  Groups:— 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Pneumonia 

Under  1  year  ...  . 

.  0 

0  . 

p 

1— . 

.  0 

0  . 

0 

2—  . 

.  2 

0  . 

0 

3— . 

.  ...  4 

1 . 

1 

4— . .  . 

.  2 

1  . 

0 

5— .  12  .  2  .  1 

10—  .  10  .  5  .  1 


15— . 

3 

6 

0 

20— . 

2 

1 

2 

35  ...  . 

1 

1 

2 

45  . 

0 

1 

3 

65  and  over  ...  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

...  36 

....  18 

.  12 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  all  of  a  mild  type.  They 
occurred  in  small  groups  of  two  or  three  scattered  throughout 
the  area  and  there  was  never  any  sign  of  an  epidemic. 
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Twenty  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  two  of 
them  going  to  Buxton  as  accommodation  was  lacking  at  Hyde 
Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

The  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  noted  in  the  last  report  con¬ 
tinued  into  1938. 

Nine  of  the  cases  occurred  in  January  and  after  that  we  had 
isolated  cases  occurring  at  intervals  of  approximately  one 
month. 

This  fact  is  of  interest  in  that  the  Council’s  scheme  of 
immunisation  commenced  in  November,  1937,  so  that  the 
children  immunised  could  have  been  expected  to  have  developed 
their  immunity  by  the  end  of  January.  Another  interesting  fact 
relative  to  the  immunisation  campaign  is  the  shift  to  the  higher 
age  groups  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  In  1937  the  majority 
of  the  cases  occurred  in  children  below  the  age  of  10  years, 
whereas  in  1938  the  majority  was  above  that  age,  and  in  fact 
three  cases  occurred  in  adults. 

The  campaign  can,  therefore,  confidently  be  stated  to  have 
been  successful  and  to  have  definitely  been  of  value  in  prevent¬ 
ing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  total  number  of  children  dealt  with  was  652  of  which 
153  were  below  the  age  of  5  years  and  499  were  above  5  years. 

When  account  is  taken  of  the  large  number  of  children 
immunised  by  practitioners  before  the  commencement  of  the 
Council’s  scheme  it  is  estimated  that  some  60%  of  the  children 
of  the  area  are  now  immunised  and  the  Council  should  continue 
propaganda  amongst  the  parents  of  those  children  still  under 
5  years  of  age  so  as  to  keep  up  this  high  total  of  immunes.  This 
step  will  be  of  even  more  value  if  war  should  break  out  as  the 
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area  is  to  be  a  reception  area  for  refugees  and  the  possibility 
of  the  introduction  of  infectious  disease  must  be  borne  in  mind. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease,  all  due  to  Br.  Abortus  occurred 
during  the  year. 

In  each  case  the  farms  from  which  the  suspected  milk  had 
been  derived  were  inspected  by  the  County  Veterinary  Officer 
and  myself.  All  the  cattle,  however,  appeared  to  be  healthy 
and  showed  no  evidence  of  mastitis. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  his  inspection  the 
Veterinary  Officer  stated  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the 
farms  and  the  quality  of  the  cattle  was  much  better  in  North- 
East  Cheshire  than  in  the  rest  of  the  county.  He  ascribed  this 
to  the  vigilance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

Three  cases  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  were 
nursed  at  the  Stockport  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  other  at 
Hyde.  After  the  infectious  period  was  over  they  had 
Orthopaedic  treatment  arranged  for  by  the  County  M.O.H. 

The  cases  were  mild  and  all  made  good  recoveries. 
Disinfection. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  immediate  and  effective  steps 
to  secure  the  disinfection  of  premises  and  clothing  immediately 
after  removal  to  hospital  or  at  the  end  of  the  isolation  period  in 
cases  nursed  at  home. 

The  work  of  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own 
staff. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  Section  66  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for 
the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury 
to  the  eyes. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1938. 


Age  Period 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1-5  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

5-15  . 

... 

.  .  . 

3 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

•  .  . 

15-25  . 

... 

3 

l 

.  .  . 

25-35  . 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

35  45  . 

1 

2 

45-55  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

55-65  . 

... 

. . . 

.  .  . 

... 

. .  . 

65  &  Lip  wards... 

1 

i 

Totals . 

£ 

5 

3 

2 

2 

... 

2 

... 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  end  of  1938  was:  — 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males  . 

.  25 

6 

Females  . 

.  ...  17 

8 

Totals  . 

.  42 

14 

There  were  no  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  and  the 
efficiency  of  notification  in  the  area  is  high. 
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It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  arrangements  for  the  visitation  of  and  for  Sanatorium 
treatment  for  tubercular  persons  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ARTHUR  JACKSON. 

M.D.,  Ch.B. 

exsM  edic'al  Officer  of  Health. 


“  Glengarth,” 

Marple. 

8/7/39. 
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